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small business community during ‘‘Na-
tional Small Business Week.’’ I look
forward to working with my colleagues
to promote an economic climate where
small businesses can succeed through
federal regulatory relief, tax reduction,
a skilled workforce, and free trade poli-
cies.∑
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POLICE OFFICER PERRIN LOVE

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the heroism of
Officer Perrin Love, a private in the
Charleston Police Department. Officer
Love died a tragic death last Saturday
morning, when he was accidentally
shot by his partner while pursuing an
armed suspect.

Hard-working, dedicated, and coura-
geous, Police Officer Perrin Love was a
credit to the Force and the City of
Charleston. All who knew him liked
and respected him, and though he was
only a rookie, everyone on the Charles-
ton Police Force believed he had a
bright future as a law enforcement offi-
cer. Officer Love graduated first in his
class from the Police Academy in Port-
land, Oregon, and had earned high
marks for his performance on the
Charleston Force. He earned his first
stripe earlier than most new officers on
the Charleston Force.

Public service and devotion to duty
were the hallmarks of Perrin Love’s
life. Before becoming a police officer,
he served with distinction in the
United States Navy. As the Charleston
Post and Courier wrote in its memorial
to Officer Love: ‘‘Officer Perrin ‘Ricky’
Love was doing exactly what he wanted
when he died Friday. He was wearing a
uniform, serving the public, and enforc-
ing laws he believed in.’’

Mr. President, men and women like
Officer Love are a credit to their fami-
lies, to their uniforms, and to this na-
tion. Law officers like Perrin Love al-
ways give me hope for our future.
These brave souls continue to patrol
our cities, enforce our laws, and pro-
tect our lives and property at great
risk, asking nothing in return except
the privilege to wear their uniforms
and the knowledge that they have the
hard-won respect of their neighbors
and their peers.

According to his fellow officers, Offi-
cer Love embodied all the qualities one
wants in an officer of the law: he was
brave and dedicated to serving his fel-
low citizens and the law, but he also
loved his community and worked hard
to establish good relations with every-
one on his beat. His tragic death is a
blow to his family, to his fellow offi-
cers, and to the City of Charleston.

I join all the people of Charleston in
mourning his passing and expressing
my most sincere condolences to his sis-
ter, Jennifer Love, and his parents,
Joshua and Nancy Love. I hope the
knowledge that the entire community
laments the loss of such an honorable
and admirable man as Officer Love will
be of some small comfort to them in
their time of grief.∑

TRIBUTE TO TEN YEARS OF SERV-
ING THE SOUTH’S FINEST
BARBEQUE

∑ Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to commend Mr. Oscar
Poole, affectionately known as ‘‘Colo-
nel’’ in the north Georgia town of
Ellijay, who on June 4th will be cele-
brating his tenth year of business as
one of our great state’s foremost au-
thorities on barbecue. Throughout his
ten years of service in this little town
resting in the scenic foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains, Colonel Poole
has served customers both far and
wide, from nearly every state in the
Union, and more than several coun-
tries.

The grassy embankment behind this
now landmark establishment, pays
tribute to the many thousands of cus-
tomers that have passed through the
town of Ellijay to eat the Colonel’s
barbecue. The embankment, referred to
as the ‘‘Pig Hill of Fame,’’ is covered
by nearly 4,000 personalized, painted,
and pig shaped signs. Individuals, fami-
lies, tour groups, friends, Sunday
school classes, and celebrities have
each had pigs erected to memorialize
their visit to one of the South’s great-
est places for barbecue. In fact, I am
fortunate enough to have a sign in my
name on this famed hill. As many in
the South know, politics and barbecue
go hand in hand. Therefore, it comes as
no surprise to learn that governors,
congressmen, Senators, statesmen, and
even Presidential candidates have
made the voyage to Colonel Poole’s.

Colonel Poole’s reputation supersedes
our state’s boundaries. On three sepa-
rate occasions he was the highlight of
Capitol Hill. On his first trip to Wash-
ington, the Colonel arrived at the steps
of the Capitol in his large yellow
PigMobile and in his colorful and patri-
otic suit to deliver his hickory smoked
pork to the entire Georgia delegation
and their staffs. Much to the dismay of
some in the delegation, word about real
Georgia barbecue got around Wash-
ington so fast that the Colonel’s ra-
tions, enough for 450 people, quickly
ran out. On another occasion, I had the
opportunity to serve what may be one
of Georgia’s finest kept secrets to sev-
eral of my friends and colleagues here
in the Senate who meet for a weekly
lunch.

While most know the Colonel as a
barbecue maestro, he is a wearer of
many hats. His customers know he is
also a pianist. Others know of him as a
preacher. This man with a big heart is
all of these things and more.

Inside his tin covered, pine wood res-
taurant the Colonel plays classical
music, show tunes, and almost every
customer request. Having learned to
play the piano at an early age, Mr.
Poole has long since appreciated his
gift as a musician. His ability to play
was good enough to put himself
through the Methodist seminary where
he was ordained a minister.

His work in the Church, as a preacher
and a missionary, took him to many

rural communities here in the South
and to developing countries like Brazil.
It was this sort of compassion that en-
abled a north Georgia gentleman
named Wendell Cross to approach the
Colonel for instruction on how to read.
Mr. Cross, a sixty year old man, had
spent his entire life not knowing how
to read. That was until Mr. Poole took
him under his wing and worked with
him on a daily basis for nearly twelve
months. Eventually Mr. Cross learned
to read. The story of compassion and
friendship received nationwide media
coverage and was shown on the popular
‘‘Today Show.’’

More importantly, two days before
the tenth anniversary of his business,
Colonel Poole will be celebrating his
49th, I repeat, 49th year of marriage to
his lovely wife, Edna Poole. This is a
milestone that anyone would be ex-
tremely proud, and I am happy to re-
port that the Poole’s will have four
sons—Michael, Greg, Keith, and
Darvin—to help them celebrate this
milestone.

Once again, Mr. President, I would
like to commend Colonel Oscar Poole
on his tenth year of business and his
49th year of marriage. During this time
when there are discussions of the direc-
tion of today’s culture, Colonel Poole
is an example of how leading one’s life
by a core set of good, American val-
ues—faith, family, and country—will
result in a life of many successes.∑
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WELCOME TO EDRINA AND LISELA
DUSHAJ

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that I rise today to
tell the story of the Dushaj family.
Several years ago Pranvera and Zenun
Dushaj left their native Albania and
were granted political asylum in the
United States. They settled in the
Bronx, New York where they found a
place to live and both found jobs. Un-
fortunately, at the time they left Alba-
nia they could not bring their two
young daughters, Edrina and Lisela,
with them. They had to stay behind
with their grandmother.

As soon as they were eligible, the
Dushaj family applied for permission
to bring their children to the United
States. The family came to my office
last year seeking assistance in getting
the I–730 petitions approved. Last fall,
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service granted the petitions for both
daughters.

All was set. The Dushaj children
could now join their parents in this
country. All they needed were immi-
grant visas, but therein lay the prob-
lem. Because of recent fighting and the
threat of terrorist activity, consular
services at our Embassy in Albania
were all but shut down, providing only
emergency services to American citi-
zens. The embassy was no longer able
to process the needed visas.

I note that this was occurring this
March just as the conflict with Serbia
was coming to a head. The Dushaj chil-
dren were stuck in Albania and their
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